Hello & welcome to the summer newsletter 2010 with fingers crossed that we
will have a wonderful summer with long sunny days so we can enjoy our
beautiful countryside. The summer exhibition is split in to two halves this year,
Bowland Fields and Feathers, 29" April — 13" July, draws our attention to
local wildlife especially birds of the area with beautifully worked textiles by Janet
Browne. Included in the collection are a Kestrel, a Hen Harrier, Oystercatchers,
Lapwings and more. Patricia Haskey Knowles has captured the local
landscape in her distinctive vibrant gouache, watercolour and pastel paintings,
covering areas around Clougha Pike, Quernmore Road and the Fire breaks on
the Bowland fells. Thelma Holt's, land and river scenes, oil paintings have
strong reminiscences of Scorton and the Trough with sparkling water and
meandering lanes.

We are delighted to have a collection of Simon Griffiths’ ceramic birds, with a
Little Owl sitting on a post, a lapwing and a flock of wrens. Lastly, Ken Smith
joins us with hand carved birds; Ken uses a variety of different woods including
cherry, pitch pine, holly and native yew. He has carved for us a Curlew, a Song
Thrush, a Snipe and a Nuthatch.

Chris Mcloughlin  and Duncan Ibbottson join us on the 15" July, until
September, for the second half of the summer with their distinctive,
contemporary landscapes.

Until 13" July

Patric ia Haskey Knowles , studied fine Art at ph o
Lancaster University in the late 70’s. Since
then she has exhibited both Locally and
Nationally. Patricia has a passion for colour
and has mastered the combination of
watercolour, gouache and pastel to produce
her distinctive expressive paintings,
described by many as exhilarating and
uplifting.

Patricia’s work is fresh with an impressionist
edge on local views we are familiar with.




Janet Browne textile artist, from
Addingham in Yorkshire, works from
observation, drawing rapid sketches
of birds in their natural habitat. These
studies have enabled Janet to capture
the movement and behaviour of the
birds in her work. Janet uses a
combination of machine and hand
stitch on natural and hand dyed calico
to capture the birds in a stylised form.
This work needs to be seen to
appreciate the skilled appliqué
techniques and the variety of hand
stitching from tiny French knots to
featherstitch and more. The variety of
techniques enable Janet to capture
surface texture in what she describes
as ‘just another way of drawing.’

Thelma Holt takes a personal
journey through every painting she
produces. Many artists will
understand this journey as a
passion to capture what they see
before them. Thelma is driven by
the structure of the land and the
constantly changing effect light has
on the face. Working in oils she
enjoys the freedom of the medium,
which allows an infinite variety of
colour, subtle texture and the
opportunity to rework without losing
the spontaneity of the subject
matter. We have a charming
collection of summer scenes
depicting rivers and meandering fell
walks.

A workshop for those who want to refresh and revisit the techniques of
landscape painting, in oils or acrylics, suitable for beginners, working from you
own sketches or photographs
Full day workshop on Saturday 19" June, 10am- 3.30pm
Call in, ring or email the gallery for more details.

Early booking essential limited places.




Simon Griffiths has a great passion
for the natural world and is another
artist whom spends many hours
sketching and observing bird life in
his locality. Simon also works closely
with bird sanctuaries, which enables
him to carefully study form, structure
and the character of birds, which is
beautifully and skilfully translated
into his ceramic sculptures. The
gallery has stocked Simon’s
charming Wrens, Thrushes, and
Blackbirds for a while, we have just
added to our collection this beautiful
Little Owl on a post and a Lapwing,
which hovers just above our right
shoulder on the gallery wall.

Ken Smith a woodcarver who is passionate about the intrinsic beauty found in
wood. He works with the grain and the movement of each piece of wood not only
to capture the bird’s form but also to maximise the wood’s beauty. Ken describes
the starting point, before he carves ‘as seeing through the wood an experienced
eye has an understanding not only of the surface of the wood but of the grain and
beauty that lies beneath the bark’. A perfect example of this can be seen in the
Snipe he has carved for us. The majority of Ken’s work is carved from our native
wood and many are mounted on interesting found pieces.

WHATS NEW IN THE GALLERY

New in this month is ironwork by James Kendrew
trained award-winning blacksmith working in the
heart of rural Devon. Since setting up his own
workshop in 1988 he has made traditional and
contemporary forged ironwork to suit a variety of
environments. We have some of James’ impressive
candlesticks, charming & useful hooks decorated
with acorns, and ammonite paperweights.

June 20™ is Fathers day this year and James'’
ironwork could be the ideal Fathers Day gift. We
have the ever-popular quirky wine breathers, perfect
for keeping the bugs out of your bottle of wine during
the summer evenings. Along with a good selection
of individual cuff links for those special occasions.




We now stock the very popular Craft and Design magazine, which is printed
every two months. Full of interesting articles on British craft makers and
designers, there have been on several occasions’ articles printed on makers
we have in the gallery. A useful addition to our gallery, for those who collect
craft and a good source of information to students interested in makers and
their stories.

It seems so long since our spring newsletter and we have a fabulous collection
of new work in the gallery.

Amongst our regular art and craft supplies we have new work by Frith including
hares, otters, cats and Helen’s favourite the Meercats, which are, incidentally
running out of the Gallery.

Oscar and Toots have sent a new collection of their very special textiles,
including bumper books ideal for sketching, gardening notes or holiday journals
to keep your special memories.

Tania Sneesby makes charming textile pictures themed round favourite
nursery rhymes; a trained illustrator; she captures the rhyme with quirkiness
hard to resist. Tania will make commissions specifically for the customer using
new designs or adapting her original ideas to suit. Ideal for new babies,
christenings, confirmations and birthdays, Tanya will include names in the
image.

Kelbrook pottery have just sent us a fresh collection of this seasons ceramic
leaves all moulded from leaves found in their allotment along with new vases,
all have delicious rich deep glazes.

The summer season sees a wealth of new makers in the gallery especially in
the jewellery section.

Dee Barnes , button necklaces
bracelets & earrings

Melanie Tomlinson
Butterfly and bird brooches.

Sara Withers — natural stone necklaces
in Jasper, rock crystal and more



Jessica Sherriff —
Colourful acrylic cuff bangles, pendants & earrings.

Jane Shaw - very long, very girlie flower jumble necklaces the perfect
accessory for summer for those young at heart.

Colette Waudby - cool, elegant, slinky, silver leaf pendants and earrings, a
sophisticated addition to our collection of makers.

Tara Kirkpatrick — The gallery has a collection of Tara’s beautiful Droplets
collection, tactile and sensual. Influenced by the delicacy of melting ice, a
collection of tiny forms create a cascade of glistening crystal clear droplets in
the shiniest silver.

New textile artist Stevie Ayres creates beautiful limited edition designer
handbags. Each one is an individual statement piece, beautifully lined with
practical pockets in contrasting fabrics.

We also have a selection of light summer scarves in this year’'s gorgeous pastel
colours, make up bags and glasses cases.

If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact us. We can offer to organise
commissions and research specific requirements.

Have a good summer,

Helen & Linda

The Artroom Gallery,
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01995 600400

www.artroomgallery.co.uk
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